fundamental science, the boundaries of which he tried to extend from about 1840 into enterprises which he regarded as contiguous. In a series of thematic chapters we learn about Liebig's activities in industry, agriculture, physiology, pathology, and public health. He was thus the chemical gatekeeper of Brock's sub-title. He was also an effective popularizer of chemistry and a philosopher of Since Jurin kept copies of his outgoing letters, his surviving correspondence is unusual not only in its scope and size, but also in presenting both sides. Some 700 letters by or to him are known; of these, Rusnock prints 270, covering the years 1703 to 1749; all are calendared in an appendix with indications of their contents. The transcriptions from English originals seem to be accurate; letters written in French or Latin are present only in English translations, which read well, and, we must suppose, faithfully. The annotations consist mainly of brief identifications of people and publications mentioned in the letters. That is no doubt helpful, but also misleading; brevity has encouraged use of titles and concepts foreign to the eighteenth century, like "physicist" and "biologist", which introduce an inappropriate sense of professionalism. For xample, Francesco Bianchini appears as "physicist and mathematician", whereas his chief occupation at the time of the correspondence was supervisor of the antiquities of Rome. Perhaps the most instructive feature of Jurin's correspondence, apart from the odd facts important for one or another specialist, is how much the distinctions and pigeonholes necessary to our understanding of our time miss the realities of the first half of the eighteenth century.
But there is much for the specialist too. Readers of this journal will probably find Jurin's work on smallpox most interesting; his calculations of the relative risk of dying from the disease contracted naturally and by inoculation appear to be the first of their kind. He considered this work, together with his version of a cure for the stone, to be his monument. Also, his meteorological survey, promoted through physicians persuaded of a link between climate and disease, touches significant themes in the history of medicine.
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